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Arr. L—ON CREOSOTE. 


RY BRODIE 8. HERNDON, M. D. 


Culpeper Court House, Virginia, Feb. 17th, 1838. 

Dear Sir,—I send you below some remarks on creosote, which, if you think 
them worth it, may appear in your journal. 

I had never met with any account of paralysis dependent on enteritis 
before seeing Dr. Graves’s clinical lectures in your “ Library.” G. W. G., 
a gentleman of irregular habits, aged thirty-eight, had a chronic diarrhea of 
three or four years’ duration. Tn ecember, 1837, after a more acute enteric 
attack, he was seized with floating paralysis, first of the lower extremiti@s 
and then of the upper; disabling the muscles of de lutition, and those which 
support the head, so that if that organ were out of the perpendicular it fell 
toeither side. He had no fever, and the forces were beneath par. Strych- 
nine and blisters to the spine gradually relieved him. On the occiput, 
behind the mastoid process, where a blister had been twice applied, there 
was developed a carbuncle as large as the fist. His condition was now one 
of extreme danger. Exhausted by previous disease, and with a constitution 
shattered by intemperate habits, he had to encounter a most formidable 
enemy. Poultices were first applied, and as early as possible the freest 
incisions were made through the whole dimensions of the tumour. I then 
applied the alcoholic solution of creosote (thirty a to the ounce), mixed 
with carrot poultices, and at each dressing washed the part freely with the 
solution. To sustain the system he took, six times a day, a pill of quinine 
and capsicum, with a glass of port wine, and at bedtime forty to sixty drops 
of gutte vite. This is a preparation of opium not known to our dispensa- 
satories, I believe, but much used by Dr. Carmichael, an eminent practitioner 
of Fredericksburg, in the diarrhea of consumption. The formula is,— 
R. opii Zii.; kino, coccinelle aa. Sii.; camphore Ziii.; caryophyll. 3 vi. ; 
sp. ammon. arom., 3ii.; spirit. vini tenuior. iii. Under this treatment, 
from being exhausted by irtitative fever to the last degree, and with a fright- 
ful chasm in the muscles of the neck, he slowly but perfectly recovered. | 
think the creosote materially checked the destructive process, and it cer- 
tainly acted better than common stimulants to promote sloughing. I have 
used creosote with much benefit in obstinate psoriasis, in the form of oint- 
ment, and as an inhalation in hysteric eroup, (thirty drops to a quart of hot 
water.) It allayed, like a charm, neuralgic pain in an ulcer from moxa, and 
is the best remedy I have seen applied to chilblains. In the latter it is used 
rubbed in with basilicon ointment. 

To Professor Dunglison. 
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Art. IL—NUTRITIVE POWERS OF DIFFERENT VEGETABLES. 


In the earliest edition of his physiology, Magendie’ instituted certaip 
experiments, which consisted in feeding animals, as dogs, on substances 
that contained little or no azote ; these were found to fall off in their nutri- 
tion, and to die. This result was ascribed by Magendie to the want of 
azote, and he inferred it to be probable that the azote, found in different 
parts of the animal economy, is originally obtained from the food taken in, 
This we have elsewhere? asserted to be extremely doubtful. We have no 
proof that the animals experimented on died simply from privation of azote. 
It is more than probable, indeed, that the azote had no agency in the matter; 
for there seems to be no good reason why it should not have been obtained 
from the air ip respiration, as well as from that contained between the par- 
ticles of the sugar, where this substance was administered. It must be 
borne in mind, too, that the subjects of the experiments were dogs—animals, 
which, in their natural state, are carnivorous, and, in a domestic state, omni- 
vorous, and that they were restricted to a diet entirely foreign to their 
nature, and to which they had not been exclusively accustomed. We 
ought not then to be surprised that under such circumstances they should 
sicken and fall off. Yet, notwithstanding these palpable objections to the 
views of Magendie—as well as the fact of the herbivorous animals feeding 
exclusively on vegetable food—M. Boussingault,’ adopting the notion, has 
eoncluded that the proper test of the nutritive power of food will be the 
quantity of azote which it contains. To the chemist his investigations 
may be of use as adding to the facts of the science, but to the physiologist 
they are not of the slightest value. He gives the following equivalents as 
to nourishment, taking the starch of wheat as unity :—Wheat starch, 1(0; 
wheat, 107; barley starch, 119; barley, 130; rye, 111; French wheat, 108; 
maize, 138; horse-beans (feveroles), 44; yellow peas, 67; white French 
beans, 56; lentils, 57; white-headed cabbages, 810; cabbage starch, 83; 
potatoes, 613; potato starch, 126; carrots, 757; carrot starch, 95; turnips, 
1335. 


Art. IIl—-OBSERVATIONS ON THE PURIFORM OPHTHALMIA 
OF THE NEW-BORN. 


BY M. D. CARKON DU VILLARDS.* 


In this paper I shall consider the ophthalmia of the new-born, more gene- 
rally known under the name of purulent ophthalmia of children ; a name 
which it has preserved through routine and custom, although the illustrious 
Saunders said, thirty years ago, that the designation of puriform should be 
re to it, on account of the nature of the disease and of the fluid secreted. 

his ophthalmia, nosologically speaking, ought to be considered as a 
eatarrhal conjunctivitis, which is confined to the mucous membrane unti! 


1 Précis élémentaire de Physiologie, tom.2. Paris, 1815. 
2 Human Physiology, 2d edit., I., 468. Philadelphia, 1836. 
§ Annales de Chimie, Nov., 1836, and British Annals of Medicine, May 5, 1837, 


p- 562. 
* Bulletin Général de Thérapeutique, 30 Aout, 1837. 
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jtacquires a certain degree of intensity ; then the parts which bear the nearest 
relation with the conjunctiva become in their turn diseased, a circumstance 
which gives to this affection all the importance we have pointed out. 

In fact, when we devote ourselves for several years to the stddy of 
ophthalmology, we are astonished at the frequency of this disease, and we 
are still more frightened to see the number of children who lose their sight 
in consequence of it. 

In a great number of foundling hospitals, and especially in that of Paris, 
it exists epidemicallv ; and if a great many children did not sink under the 
consequences of it. ere would be a much greater number of “ born blind ;” 
an expression gen rally admitted, but perfectly false, since the great number 
of children denominated blind from birth, do not become so till after the 
first months of existence. Fora length of time purulent ophthalmia was 
attributed to syphilis; the assertion with respect to the generality is quite 
erroneous, since not only authors, but my own experience also, correspond 
in the conviction that this affection is very rare in children born of infected 
mothers, whilst it is very frequent in those whose mothers were perfectly 
healthy. Nay more, I have observed in a great number of children born of 
syphilitic mothers, a multitude of venereal phenomena of the skin, on the 
scalp, on the genitals, and seldom in the eyes; in fact, the discharge must 
be very copious, in order that the foetus, passing through the vaginal canal, 
through the midst of the secretions produced by the accouchement, and sur- 
rounded as it is by the amniotic deposits, be infected, since it does not open 
its eyes till after its passage. 

Very often, also, this disease appears one or two months after birth, at 
a time when the child enjoys good health, or the mother has not even a 
puerperal discharge. We are very far, however, from denying contagion, 
since we have seen ophthalmia gonorrhw@al in the beginning, and then 
terminating by very decided syphilitic phenomena. As to the possibility of 
transmission from one individual to the other, it may take place from the 
child to the mother or to other children. In young animals it follows the 
same progress ; and, in the theses of MM. Chassaignac and Michel, we find 
very remarkable cases of inoculation of the purulent discharge from eye to 
eye. 
We ought to consider the very peculiar position in which the new-born 
child is found; scarcely has it cleared the “vaginal tunnel” in which it 
was shut up, at a temperature of 36°, and more, of Reaumur, than it is on 
— exposed to a decrease of temperature, which is often at least half 
ower. 

This is so true that in a great many circumstances the disease is compli- 
cated with a more or less extensive induration of the cellular tissue, coryza, 
and otorrhea, to which may be attributed most of the cases of deaf-dumbness. 
We may invoke also the transgression of hygienic principles, exposure of 
children to currents of air, or to cold washings. In general, in England, 
accoucheurs, midwives, and the majority of people out of the profession of 
medicine, consider this disease as the effect of a change of temperature, 
known under the name of a cold. This opinion is also mine, and in con- 
sulting my notes, as well as my recollection, | remember very well that not 
only at the foundling hospitals of Pavia, Milan, and Paris, but also in private 
practice, ophthalmia of the new-born is much more common when there 
are numerous and rapid atmospheric variations. The reason will now be 
understood why this disease is much more frequent with children of the 
indigent class, where so many things, even indispensable to life and still 
more to the welfare of the new-born individual, are wanting. The irritation 
of a vivid light plays also a prominent part in the production of purulent 
ophthalmia. Hence we recommend to persons required to nurse or receive 
new-born infants, not to expose them to a strong light, nor to lose too much 
time before they bestow on them hygienic cares. We cannot recommend 
them too strongly not to wash the eyes with cold water, but to employ tepid 
water beaten with the yolk of eggs, a mixture admirably adapted for disen- 
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gaging the face and eyes from the amniotic deposit with which they are 
often covered. 

The child must be clothed sufficiently warm to accustom it gradually to 
the changes of temperature ; and if the infant has remained a long time jn 
the passage, if the face be injected, we must not fail to draw some spoon. 
fuls of blood from the umbilical cord; for Professor Ammon, of Dresden 
in researches which are replete with interest, has proved that in a great 
number of children hin of the new-born is due to forced injection of 
the membranes of the eye, accompanied with an insensible sanguineous 
exhalation, which colours red not only the vitreous humour, but also the 
crystalline.' 

In a great number of circumstances the disease commences by a coryza 
searcely sensible, and is betrayed only by slight sneezings. This disease 
remains stationary for some days, then the eye becomes watery, the eyelids 
swell, and acquire a rosy tint. At this period, if we examine carefully 
the small internal fossa of the commissure of the eyelids, commonly known 
under the name of larmies, we perceive in this little anfractuosity a smal! 
fragment of dried sliglitly glutinous mucosity, resembling concrete honey. 
Gradually this secretion augments, appears in different points of the palpe- 
bral commissure, implicates the eyelashes, and glues them together. Then 
the child begins to experience difficulty in opening the eyelids; they become 
immovable, and consequently do not allow more of the newly secreted puri- 
form fluid to be thrown out. 

When we have seen a certain number of ophthalmiz in the new-born, we 
acquire the habit of recognising them from their commencement, before even 
those who are associated with or nurse the child may have suspected them. 
It is nearly fifteen years since I saw M. Baron, Physician of the Found- 
lings, distinguish a yee ophthalmia, by only observing a red injection 
across the outer surface of the eyelids; on the other hand the small mu- 
cous concretion is a symptom which has never failed me. In _propor- 
tion as the discharge accumulates between the eyelids, the latter swell 
and form a kind of pouch, in such a manner that upon separating them, a 
milky liquid is seen to ooze instantaneously, which becomes thicker and 
thicker as the inflammation becomes more intense. Often, at this period, 
small active hemorrhages take place, which are owing either to interstitial 
exudations, or to slight venous or arterial ruptures. Now, as the eyelids in 
the new-born are excessively lax and permeable to liquids, and as the con- 
junctiva only slightly adheres to the globe of the eye, it is easily invaded by 
the blood. Then those chemoses are formed every where, accompanied by 
villosities, which not only produce partial strangulations, but also keep the 
puriform matter in contact with the cornea, which is then, as is known, soft 
and thin, and slightly resisting. We ought not to be surprised to see it 
become dull, assume a grayish tint, become puffed up, ulcerate, split, and 
in a short time burst, and - rise to all the unpleasant symptoms which 
connaeiee those different lesions of the cornea, of which | shall abstain 
from speaking here. 

From the period at which the disease has acquired a certain degree of 
intensity, the patient is much disturbed by light, and obstinately closes his 
eyes'while he is exposed to it, and not until he is in a dark place does he 
endeavour to open them. It is truly astonishing that M. Sichel denies this 
kind of dread of light (photophobie); which is admitted, however, by all 
those who found their opinion on well-observed facts and not on precon- 
ceived ideas. Billard, who had examined with the most scrupulous atten- 
tion a great number of children affected with puriform ophthalmia, suggested 


! Ammon, Journal d’Ophthalmologie, ii. 23. On the Red Coloration of the Mem- 
branes of the Eye in the New-Born, and its Influence on the Production of Ophthalmia 
in the New-Born. 
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the examination of their eyes during sleep, which may be done with the 
same facility." 

When we recognise a purulent ophthalmia at its commencement, nothing 
is easier than to limit its action. Some well-understood hygienic cares, 
jotions of a glassful of cold water acidulated with two or three drops of 
lemon juice, are enough to afford a sufficient astringency and disperse all 
traces of purulent discharge. Bnt we should be very careful in applying 

ultices of crumb of bread, pommes de reinette, white cheese, &c., the 
results of which are immediately to produce edema of the eyelids and aug- 
ment the secretion of mucus. 

We should also forbid the nurses to drop their milk into the eye, for this 
liquid mixed with mucus not only forms a magma which prevents more and 
more the movements of the eyelids, but also ferments on the spot and be- 
comes a new cause of irritation. Fora great number of years I have very 
romptly put a stop to the inflammation, and mucous secretion, by injecting 
Leeween the eyelids through a small ivory syringe, some spoontuls of the 
following collyrium :—Aqueous infusion of red roses, four ounces; soot, 
prepared according to my process, eight grains; lemon juice, four drops. I 
obtained a very rapid cure on the grand-daughter of a chef de division of 
the minister of finances, affected with gonorrhwal ophthalmia fifteen days 
after her birth, and which was sent to me by a skilful accoucheur, M. Baude- 
locque, the nephew. At several times during the day the eyelids must be 
raised to cleanse away the puriform matter. When the disease acquires a 
certain degree of intensity, we need not be afraid to apply leeches to the 
temples, and permit the discharge of much blood. Saunders had great con- 
fidence in this means, which often succeeded with him. 

I cannot too strongly blame the conduct of those who, from the example 
of M. Lawrence, place leeches upon the eyelids themselves. The motives 
for my censure repose on the following fact. The slightest traumatic cause 
is sufficient to induce an edema of the eyelids in the new-born. The biting 
of a leech adds to the edema an ecchymosis and a local puffiness, which 
does not allow of the eyelid being raised so as to cleanse away the pus. On 
the other hand, the leech crosses from one part of the eyelid to the other 
and wounds the eye, this I have seen frequently happen. 

When the symptoms are urgent, we must, in order to arrest the mucous 
secretion, inject between the eyelids Bates’s solution, which possesses very 
Bow qualities ; I have seen this medication succeed wonderfully. 

t the same time we conjoin with this treatment purgative agents, such 
as the compound syrup of chicory, or rather of peach flowers. 

When the disease is decreasing, we may produce a slight rubefaction 
behind the ears by means of the application of the -pommade de Lausanne. 
If by this means we succeed in preventing perforation of the cornea, alarm 
must not be felt for the transparence of the cornea; this gradually returns 
of itself, and it has fallen to my lot to see cured, in five or six months, 
children whom I had considered as entirely deprived of light on account of 
loss of that transparence. 

I have very frequently made use of the solution of nitrate of silver, but 
with much less advantages than soot, or Bates’s solution. When ulcerations, 
perforations, staphylomas, &c., appear, they must be treated by the usual 
method. The employment of codfish oil is appropriate for resolving the 
interlamellar effusions ; but in order to obtain advantage from this medica- 
tion, all the inflammatory symptoms must be watched. I terminate this 
article in the hope of inducing all practitioners to disperse at their com- 
mencement accidents which may bring into jeopardy the eyes of the new- 
born, I shall account myself extremely happy when I learn that my hope 
has been realised. It is always with this view that I write. 


! Billard and Lawrence.—Treatise on Diseases of the Eyes. 
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Arr. IV.—PATHOLOGICAL APPEARANCES IN A CASE op 
MANIA A POTU. 


BY DR. N. W. CALHOUN, NOW OF ST. CHARLES, MISSOURI. 


Augusta County, Va., Feb. 6, 1838, 

Dear Sir,—I hope I shall not be considered obtrusive in diverting your 
attention from the many subjects of importance and interest which clain 
your attention, particularly at this time, by submitting for your perusal the 
Pree communication. Indeed, I feel assured of the interest you entertain 

or your pupils, and believe that any interesting facts which, in the course 

of practice, come under their observation, will be kindly received by an 
esteemed preceptor. Under this impression, I have thought it not amiss to 
communicate some of a pathological character, which have fallen under my 
observation within the last six months. 

A neighbouring physician requested me some time since to assist him iy 
examining the encephalon of a person who had died from mania A potu. 
The examination was made a few hours after death. On removing the 
skull I was struck with the pathological condition of the contents of the 
cranium. The dura mater was perfectly detached, floating like a bladder, 
and greatly thickened. Beneath the dura mater was a large effusion of a 
clear fluid. The vessels of the brain were deeply injected, and those which 
ramify upon the pia mater, were beautifully exhibited. The brain itself 
appeared to be in a — 1 poy sa condition, there being no change 
in its substance, and its convolutions being undisturbed. It occurred to me 
that the phenomena exhibited might have been produced by a stroke over 
the zygoma, which the deceased was said to have received in a fall, two or 
three days before his death. I therefore expected to find blood effused in 
some portion of the brain, as none appeared on the removal of the dura 
mater. None, however, was detected ; but the ventricles were found filled 
with a transparent fluid. Upon an examination of the external parts at the 

int of injury, a bruise of some considerable extent was discovered, but no 
injury of the pericranium or skull. Is it usual in mania a potu to find the 
encephalon in the condition | have described; or, are the phenomena to be 
referred to the external injury in this case? Eighteen months previous to 
death the patient had laboured under an attack of apparently the same dis- 
ease, from which he had recovered. 

At some future period I may give you the history of a case of ovarian 
dropsy, of twelve years’ standing, which I have had the good fortune to treat 
successfully after the fourth tapping. 

Dr. Robley Dunglison. 


Art. V.—ON INVERSION OF THE UTERUS. 
BY THOMAS RADFORD, SURGEON TO THE MANCHESTER LYING-IN HOSPITAL. 


The author of this valuable practical paper is an obstetrician of eminence, 
and his views are therefore deserving of attention. They appeared in late 
numbers of an excellent periodical.! We extract his observations on the 
causes and treatment of inversion of the uterus. 


Causes of Inversion.—This accident has been attributed to causes purely 
mechanical, the uterus being unresisting, and passively obedient to their 
influence. The practice of pulling too early and violently at the funis, after 
the expulsion of the child, before the uterus has contracted, so as to detach 


1 Dublin Journal of Medical Science, for Sept. and Nov. 1837. 
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and expel the placenta, has been generally considered as the cause of inver- 
sion; bat we know that the accident happens before any force has been 
applied to ee It has occurred when the patient has been 
delivered of a dead child, the funis so putrid as to break with a very slight 
effort. It has been found before the cord was separated, and the child given 
tothe nurse. In the practice of Ruysch, this circumstance took place after 
he had extracted a dead child, &c. These circumstances show that there 
is a power inherent in the uterus to become inverted. The pulling of the 
funis is so common a practice amongst our midwives, and done without the 
least consideration of the condition of the uterus, that, if it was so frequent 
a cause as is usually stated, inversion, instead of being one of the most rare, 
would be the most common accident in midwifery. Some writers have 
thought that a short funis is a frequent cause of inversion; whilst others 
think, in order to act, it must be inserted in the centre of the placenta, and 
that this mass must be attached to the fundus uteri. Now, it is evident, if 
brevity of the cord is capable of producing so serious an accident, these 
peculiarities will greatly add to its influence. But, amongst the published 
cases of inversion, there is, so far as the writer knows, but one where this 
shortness existed. It often occurs without diminished length in the cord; 
whilst, on the contrary, children are frequently born where it is very short, 
and yet no such event happens. The funis has been ruptured, and the pla- 
centa disrupted, and yet the uterus was not inverted. 

In order that the causes which have been now alluded to could operate 
effectually to produce inversion, there must be such condition of the uterus 
present that it becomes tacitly obedient to their influence. Most systematic 
writers, as also others, have supposed such to be the case. They have said 
that the uterus, previous to inversion, is in a state of extreme relaxation, 
exhaustion, or collapse, and that it offers no resistance to any foree applied 
by the funis. These opinions are at variance with that of the writer. 

It appears to the writer that the uterine pain, diminution of bulk, firm 
resisting feel, sudden formation, and rapid protrusion, warrant him in the 
deduction that the fundus and body of the uterus, so far from being in a 
state of collapse or relaxation, are really in a state of unnatural excitement 
and action. But this is not the case with the os uteri; on the contrary, it 
is soft and yielding, as we find that it offers no resistance to the coming 
down of the tumour, whose protrusion is forcible and rapid. If these state- 
ments be true, it is evident that the fundus and os uteri are in directly oppo- 
site conditions: the former is in a state of violent contraction, the latter in 
a state of relaxation; and that this relative difference in these two parts of 
the organ is indispensably necessary to exist where inversion occurs. 

From what has been stated, it may be concluded that quick labour, whe- 
ther natural or artificial,—a disturbance of this process in any of its stages,— 
or any of those circumstances which produce irregular contraction of the 
uterus, are, singly or combined, the causes of inversiou. 

Treatment.—When the uterus is inverted only in a slight degree, the 
reduction may be accomplished with great ease, and the attempt should be 
made as soon as it is discovered. As the fundus uteri has not, or only 
slightly, passed through the os, the placenta cannot wholly protrude through 
this orifice, and, consequently, the fundus should be returned before the 
placenta is separated. For, if an attempt were made to detach the placenta, 


the operation must be slow, uncertain, and incomplete, and the danger of 


hemorrhage incurred, or a greater degree of inversion produced. When 
the hand is introduced through the os uteri, the fingers should be slightly 
bent, so as to form a kind of crutch, to carry up the fundus, which some- 
times rapidly springs up. The placenta is now to be separated, and the 
hand retained until the uterus contracts. rf 

In the treatment of this accident, (great inversion,) the great object to be 
constantly kept in view is to attempt the re-inversion as soon as possible 
after the occurrence. But in general the placenta adheres to the inverted 
organ, and the question ix whether it should be separated or not before or 
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after the reduction. It is an important point to settle, especially as there js 
such a difference of opinion upon the subject.......... he dread of 
hemorrhage is the reason assigned why the placenta should not be first 
detached, but the writer trusts that the cases he has adduced, and the refer- 
ences he has made, are sufficient evidence to the contrary. In no case has 
this dreaded effect been induced, or even aggravated, by a complete separa- 
tion of the placenta. The uterine vessels are as effectually constricied 
under this accident as when the organ is in its natural situation, if the pla- 
centa be entirely detached ; and flooding is produced here, in the same man- 
ner as in ordinary cases, by a partial separation or disruption. As the 
greatest disadvantage arises from failing in our first attempt, it is the more 
necessary that every impediment should be removed, so that we can proceed 
with the greatest chance of success. By delay the organ becomes less fit to 
bear the operation, not only from the increased size of the fundus and the 
contraction of the os, but also from the increased sensibility and irritability 
which it has acquired, even previously to its becoming actually inflamed. 
The attached placenta must increase the obstacle, because the fundus can- 
not be so freely and sufficiently compressed. The result of free manipula- 
tion would lead to partial detachment and disruption, and consequently to 
flooding. By detaching the placenta, great advantages are gained ; the bulk 
of the part is diminished, the operator is enabled further to reduce the size 
of the fundus itself by compression; and he has more freedom to judge of 
the changes he has effected. | 

When the placenta is detached, our next object should be to attempt the 
reduction of the general bulk of the tumour, by compressing it. We are 
indebted to Mr. C. White for this method. The plan recommended by some 
writers, to push the fundus directly upwards, should not be adopted. There 
are strong reasons to think that the fundus is, after the os uteri, the most 
irritable part of this organ. When the accident has existed a short time, 

essure upon this portion induces pain, bearing down, and hemorrhage; 

t the body may be taken hold of and compressed. If we could press the 
fundus upwards, and thereby dimple it within itself, we should find our- 
selves opposed by a double inflexion; for the body would be grasped by the 
os uteri, and the fundus would be within the bod! . Itis obvious that our 
force should be directed so as to act upon the angle of inflexion, or where it 
turns into itself.” 

It will be found that the tumour will freely pass through the os externum, 
and, as only one hand can be admitted into the vagina, the chief compres- 
sion should be effected whilst it lies externally. And, as the upper part of 
the vagina descends along with the uterus, no real effect can be produced 
until it is made tense by carrying this organ upwards. When it arrives at 
this point, resistance is met with, but, by keeping a steady pressure upwards, 
the inflected portion of the cervix then yields, and it gradually recedes, fol- 
lowed by the hand of the operator, until the reduction is completed. 


Art. VI—TREATMENT OF BLENNORRHGA BY TENTS. 


In a late French journal,' M. Ricord, of the Hépital des Vénériens, at 
Paris, enters into a consideration of the therapeutic value of tents in blen- 
norrhcea, and in the same periodical* is a paper by M. Mallia, Prosector to 
M. Malgaigne, containing a description of the instrument intended for their 
introduction into the urethra. The former gentleman having established in 
his clinical researches, by a suite of facts resulting from numerous observa- 
tions, how advantageous for the cure of inflammations of mucous membranes 
is the prevention of contact between them—in the treatment of balanitis, 


' La Lancette Francaise, Septembre 2d, 1837. 
2 For Sept. 14, 1837. 
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for example, the interposition of diy rag between the gland and the prepuce 
sufficing to bring about in two or three days a cure, which would oe 
scarcely been obtained in three or four times the period by antiphlogistics,— 
necessarily led him to oppose urethral blennorrhea, by introducing a tent of 
rag so as to hinder the contact of the parietes of the canal. M. Malgaigne, 
prompted by the same motives, and unaware of the fact that such was the 
practice of his colleague, M. Ricord, adopted this mode of treatment. 

M. Ricord, in the clinical lectures delivered by him in 1832, pointed out 
the advantage of tents, both in the hospital and the école pratique, and they 
were soon mentioned in certain works. Since then various means have 
been employed by different surgeons in order to fix tents in the urethra, so 
that the necessary manceuvres for this operation might not fatigue or irritate 
the already inflamed canal; but as the most simple instrument is almost 
always found to be the best, M. Ricord has obtained the most signal advan- 
tages by using gum-elastic bougies of various sizes, according to the bulk of 
the tent he is desirous of introducing ; a stylet, little more than double the 
length of the catheter, is used to fix the tent in the instrument which is intro- 
duced thus armed into the urethra; and, the stylet remaining immovable, 
the catheter is made to slide upon it by drawing it back until it is out of 
the canal. The stylet porte-méche may then be removed, and the latter 
remains properly fixed. : 

Fine following is the instrument used by Malgaigne for the introduction 
of tents :— 

It is a hollow catheter about six inches and a quarter Jong, two lines and 
ahalf in diameter, open at both extremities, and having a slight, scarcely 
perceptible curve at its inferior extremity. The interior of this catheter is 
traversed by a metallic rod, terminating at one of its extremities in the man- 
ner of a porte-méche, with very round angles, and at the other by an ovoid 
expansion, so as to render it capable of being completely adapted to the infe- 
rior opening of the catheter, and of closing it ; long enough, however, to pass 
itabout half an inch. The superior extremity, or pavilion of the catheter, 
has a screw intended to fix the rod at will. 

The application of this instrument is as simple as its construction ; it con- 
sists in providing the porte-méche extremity of the rod, with a cotton tent 
imbibed with the desired substance, to place it in the interior of the catheter 
and fix it by means of the screw, so that it shall not pass the level of the 
inferior openiug of the catheter. This extremity is anointed with cerate, 
and the instrument is introduced like an ordinary catheter. When it has 
ene far enough, the rod is unscrewed, it is laid hold of with the right 

and, holding the pavilion of the catheter in the left; this is drawn out 
about half an inch, then holding with two fingers the part of the urethra 
occupied by the tent which has been thus pushed out of the catheter, the rod 
or stylet is drawn out first, and the catheter afterwards; pressing with one 
hand on the course of the urethra so as to hinder the exit of the tent. 

The application which we have just described may undergo some slight 
modifications at the pleasure of the practitioner; thus, if we apprehend that 
notwithstanding the cerate the beak of the catheter may injure the urethra 
by the edges of its aperture, we may pass the catheter first, by closing it with 
the oveid extremity of the rod, and afterward introduce the tent; and also 
we may fix the rod, or not, by means of the screw. 

This instrument is so made by M. Malgaigne as to be inservient to various 
uses. It may be employed,— fis 

Ist. As a catheter for man or woman. For this purpose the inferior open- 
ing has only to be closed with the ovoid extremity of the rod, and fixed to 
it by means of the screw, and as soon as the instrument is introduced the 
rod must be withdrawn in order to give issue to the liquid. “This,” says 
M. Mallia, “is even superior to the common catheters, on account of its 
continuity of surface, an advantage already appreciated by M. Mayor, of 
Lusanne, by constructing these catheters with a single eye.” 

2d. For applying alum to strictures according to M. Jobert’s treatment. 
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3d. As a dilator, in strictures difficult of removal by the ordinary means, 

With the catheter we reach the stricture, the edges of which are alread 
slightly dilated, and by pushing forward the ovoid extremity of the rod we 
are nearly certain to follow the axis of the canal and to avoid the false pas- 
sages in those places where they are most to be feared, that is, before the 
stricture. 

4th. Finally, the metallic rod may be used as a porte-méche, and in many 
cases as a stylet. 

In some subsequent number of the journal from which the above is ey- 
tracted will be published a collection of interesting facts relating to the 
treatment of blennorrhcea with tents, by M. Ricord; it is also the intention 
of M. Malgaigne to give a detailed publication of some observations on this 
subject, to which we may revert on another occasion. 


Art. VII.—OSTEO-SARCOMA OF THE UPPER JAW. EXTIR 
PATION OF THE DISEASED MASS—CURE. 


Leonhard Cati, twenty-four years of age, habitually enjoying good health, 
and of pretty good constitution, when ten years of age, fel] with and struck 
the left side of the face against a stone. The patient remained without con- 
sciousness for some time, but soon recovered; the pain produced by the 
accident was slight, and no serious injury seemed to have been produced by 
the fall. Some time afterwards, however, the left cheek was observed to be 
a little enlarged, but no attention was paid to this circumstanse, as the tume- 
faction was unaccompanied by pain or other inconvenience. From this 
time the tumour gradually increased, and at last acquired a very remarkable 
size. The left cheek is now occupied by a large conical-shaped tumour. 
which has pushed the nose to one side, and forced the eye upwards and out. 
wards. The skin which covers the tumour is marked by numerous veins, 


and is slightly red at the inner angle of the eye; in other Fmt it appears 


unchanged. The tumour extends from the inner angle of the orbit, along 
the side of the nose, to the angle of the mouth, then along the alveolar pro- 
cesses to the last molar tooth, and then mounts from this point to the lower 
edge of the orbit, embracing the whole of the malar bone. The circun- 
ference of the base of the tumour is nine inches and a half. It has pushed 
up the floor of the orbit so as to form there a tumour as large as a nul, has 
nearly obliterated the nostril, and has also forced down the palatine plate 
into the mouth. No elasticity or softness can be discovered on the sur- 
face of the tumour. The diagnosis formed was osteo-sarcomatous tumour, 
— —- from the orbital plate of the superior maxillary bone, and 
filling the whole of the antrum. 

The operation for its removal was performed by Dr. Dietz. The first 
incision ran from the inner angle of the orbit over the tumour as far down 
as the alveolar process, about an inch and a half from the angle of the 
mouth. From the middle of this incision a second one, an inch and a half 
long, was made to fall in the middle of the space compressed between the 
angle of the mouth and the edge of the nostril. The flaps were now dis- 
sected back from the surface of the tumour, and the malar bone divided, 
through its whole length, with a fine saw; the further separation of this 
bone was effected by repeated but slight blows of a hammer and chisel. 
—— the parietes of the bones which surrounded the tumour were very 
much thinned, the extent of the latter prevented its being completely sepa- 
rated with the chisel, and the operator was compelled to cut it away, from 
the apex towards the base, with a strong scalpel. This was effectually per- 
formed until the whole was reduced nearly to a level with the surrounding 
healthy bones. It now remained to remove the diseased portions of the 
orbital and nasal regions, and this also was effected with the chisel, during 
which the division of the infra-orbitar branch of the maxillary nerve pro- 
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duced the most severe agony. The portion of the diseased mass which 
extended backwards into the antrum could now be attacked, and after long- 
continued efforts with the scalpel, the fingers, and a hand-chisel, it was at 
last removed. The posterior wall of the maxillary antrum seemed, at first 
sight, to have been perforated by the tumour; on more close examination, 
however, the posterior parietes of the antrum were discovered to be unin- 
jured, and covered, in most places, with the lining mucous membrane. The 
hemorrhage, which occurred during the operation, was copious, but was 
checked by the application of cold water. A small artery, near the alveolar 
process of the third molar tooth, bled more freely, and required the applica- 
tion of a compress moistened with a styptic fluid. After having sufficiently 
cleaned out the cavity of the wound, the operator brought its edges together, 
and kept them in contact with several points of suture. 

The patient bore this tedious operation with great fortitude. His pulse 
was small but not much accelerated, and he walked, without support, from 
the operating theatre to his chamber. Cold lotions were applied over the 
whole side of the face, and he was ordered some Glauber salts with nitre. 
Half an hour after the termioation of the operation, the cavity of the wound 
became tumefied, and a quantity of blood escaped from the nose and mouth. 
The lower angle of the wound was immediately opened, the coagulated 
blood removed, and a fresh compress applied over the bleeding alveolar 
artery. In the evening the hemorrhage had not reappeared, and the patient 
appeared quiet. On the day following the operation hemorrhage again set 
in with sufficient violence to produce fainting; it was, however, restrained, 
and did not recur again. From this time the condition of the patient con- 
tinued to improve, but it is unnecessary for us to follow the author through 
his minute account of the daily symptoms. The cavity of the wound 
became moderately filled with granulations, but about one inch and a half 
of the upper part of the wound could not be made to unite. The author 
accordingly refreshed the edges, and brought them again together with the 
Carlsbad needles. This had the desired effect, for the whole wound was 
healed in ten days afterwards.—Dieffenbach’s Zeitschrift, No. 9, 1837.' 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES. 


Barton on Anchylosis.? 

Some years ago, this able surgeon published an account of a new and 
successful operation at the hip, which had been undertaken for the twofold 
purpose of remedying a most serious deformity and lameness, and of esta- 
blishing an artificial joint, as a substitute for the natural articulation, which 
had become obliterated by disease; terminating in true anchy losis.° 

In the pamphlet before us Dr. Barton describes a case in which no attempt 
was made to establish an artificial joint, as the attending circumstances did 
not admit of such a consideration. The object of his treatment was to 
remove deformity, and to restore to usefulness a limb which had been suf- 
fered to become anchylosed by malposition. 

It is impossible to convey a just idea of the management of the case— 
which was eminently successful—without citing at length the clear descrip- 
tion of the author. 


? Lancet for January, 1838, p. 534. 

2 New Treatment for Certain Cases of Anchylosis. By J. Rhea Barton, M. D., of 
Philadelphia. (Extracted from the American Seurail of the Medical Sciences, for 
February, 1838.) 8vo, pp. 8. Philadelphia, 1538. 

3 North American Medical and Surgical Jo\.rnal, April, 1827. 
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“S—— D——-s, M. D., formerly of Charleston, S. C., but nowa resident 
of Alabama, when a youth of about nine years of age, unluckily had his 
knee joint involved in inflammation and suppuration so extensively as to 
occasion the destruction of the synovial membranes, the ligaments, cartilages, 
and, in short, every structure peculiarly appertaining to the joint. After a 

rotracted suffering he finally recovered with the loss of the joint; the tibia, 
emur, and patella, having become united to each other in the form of a true 
anchylosis. The loss of the articulation of the knee, however, though a 
misfortune, did not constitute the sadness of his case. It was caused by 
the malposition of the limb; the leg having been flexed upon the thigh toa 
degree somewhat less than a right angle. Hence the only alternatives of 
which he could avail himself to aid him in walking were, either to use 
crutches, or to employ a very high block-sole boot, and to lower his stature 
flexing the sound limb, in order that both feet might reach the ground. 
he latter expedient he adopted. The long continued pressure and weight 


of the body sustained by this defective limb, acting under such great mecha- 


nical disadvantages, had at length caused some projection of the instep, and 
other irregularities, which it is unnecessary to particularise. 

“ This supposed irremediable condition of his limb, with all its ills, the 
young gentleman endured during the period of about sixteen years. In the 
mean time he graduated in medicine, and became a successful and highly 
respectable practitioner; but as his professional labours inéreased, he found 
the condition of his limb to be an obstacle not only to his further success, 
but also a source of unceasing annoyance and vexation. Whereupon, with 
a resoluteness not surprising to those who knew the strength of his mind, 
the firmness of his character, and the abundance of his manly courage, he 
repaired to Philadelphia in order that some relief might be obtained, if it 
were possible. When consulted by him I found him fully prepared to learn 
that no benefit was to be expected from any heretofore known practice, and 
that if he could be relieved it must be by some novel expedient and treat- 
ment. 

“ After a candid and full disclosure of my views of his case, and of the 
means by which I thought he might be benefited, his own judgment ac- 
corded with mine ; and believing in the feasibility of the plans, he became 
urgent for the undertaking. It was accordingly commenced on the 27th 
day of May, 1835, and pursued as follows :— 

‘ Two incisions were made over the femur, just above the patella. The 
first commenced at a point opposite the upper and anterior margin of the 
external condyle of the femur, and, passing obliquely across the front of the 
thigh, terminated on the inner side. The second incision commenced also 
on the outer side, about two and a half inches above the first; and passing 
likewise obliquely across the thigh, terminated with the other in an acute 
angle. By these incisions were divided the integuments, the tendon of the 
extensor muscles of the leg, at its insertion in the upper part of the patella, 
and some of the contiguous fibres of the rectus and crureus muscles them- 
selves, a greater part of the vastus internus, and a portion of the vastus 
externus muscles. A flap, composed therefore of this structure, was elevated 
from the femur close to the condyles. The soft parts were next detached 
from the outer side of the bone, from the base of the flap toward the ham, 
by passing a knife over the circumference of it, so as to admit of the use of 
asaw. The flap then being turned aside, a triangular or wedge-like piece 
of the femur was easily removed by means of a small narrow-bladed saw; 
such as was used in the operation at the hip. This wedge of bone did not 
include the entire diameter of the femur at the point of section: so that a 
few lines of the posterior portion of the shaft of the bone remained yet undi- 
vided. By slightly inclining the leg backward, these yielded and the solu- 
tion was complete. This mode of effecting the lesion of the bone was 
designedly adopted, and constituted what I conceived to be a very important 
measure in the operation. Important, because it rendered the popliteal 

artery free from the danger of being wounded by the action of the saw, and 
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subsequently the interlocking of the fractured surfaces tended to retain the 
extremities of the divided bone in their positions until! the harshness of their 
surfaces had been overcome either by the absorption of their angles, or by 
the deposition of new matter upon them—a change essential to the safety of 
the artery during the subsequent treatment of the case. Not a blood-vessel 
was opened which required either a ligature or compression. The opera- 
tion, which lasted about five minutes, being thus ended, the reflected flap 
was restored to its place, the wound lightly dressed, and the patient was 
put to bed, lying on his back, with the limb supported -upon a splint of an 
angle corresponding to that of the knee previous to the operation. This 
position was maintained until it was believed that the asperities of the bone 
had become blunted, and were not likely by their pressure to cause ulcera- 
tion of the artery beneath them. This first splint was then removed, and 
another having the angle slightly obtuse was substituted. In a few days a 
third splint, with the angle more obtuse than the second, supplied its place. 
Others, varying in degrees of angularity, in like manner came in their turn 
to support the limb until it had attained a position almost straight. It was 
then unchangeably continued in that line until the contact surfaces of the 
bone had united and securely fixed the limb in this the desired direction. 

“ During the treatment of the case, especial care was bestowed in protect- 
ing the popliteal vessels against any injurious encroachment upon them. 

ith that view, all antagonising pressure on the soft parts in the ham was 
carefully avoided. The limb was rested on two long bran bags, laid upon 
the splint, with their ends apart—a vacancy of four or five inches being left 
between them opposite the lesion of the bone. This interspace was lightly 
filled with carded cotton, so as to afford a safe support. Every symptom of 
pain or uneasiness in this part was promptly attended to. The occasional 
issue of a drop or two of blood from the corner of the sore, during the pro- 
cess of dressing the limb, caused me some solicitude in this case; whereas, 
ordinarily I should have considered it as a matter of no moment—it being so 
frequent an occurrence during the dressing of wounds, owing to the disturb- 
ance of the granulations, especially in compound fractures. The wounded 
soft parts finally healed and quieted this anxiety. The straightening of the 
limb having been very cautiously and by degrees effected, the first two 
months elapsed during the accomplishment of this object. Having then 
reduced it to the desired position, means were carefully observed to retain 
it so until the reunion of the bone had been fully completed ; which oceu- 
pied two months longer. The constitutional symptoms were such as usually 
occur in compound fractures—somewhat severe, but at no time alarming. 
Throughout the whole treatment it was not found necessary to bleed him, 
or to have recourse to any very active constitutional measures. He was 
occasionally indisposed from irregularity in the digestive functions, but was 
always speedi‘y relieved by resorting to mild and appropriate remedies. 

“At the end of about four months from the date of the operation my 
patient stood erect, with both feet in their natural position, and the heels 
resting alike upon the floor, although a slight angle had been designedly left 
at the knee, in order that there might not be any necessity for throwing the 
limb out from the body in the act of walking, which is always the case 
when the knze is quite straight. After this period, the use of shoes of the 
ordinary shape was resumed, and the limb was daily exercised with increas- 
ing strength and usefulness, On the 19th of October, the doctor took his 
departure for the south, bearing with him the injunction to continue the 
support of a small splint and the aid of a crutch or cane, until he should 
acquire sufficient confidence in the strength of the limb to justify him in 
laying them aside.” —p. 5. 

The patient now—to use his own expression—feels no other inconve- 
nience in riding or walking than what arises from his knee-joint being stiff, 
which was the case before the operation. He walks without a stick or other 
aid, with the sole of the foot to the ground and with but a slight limp. 
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“ When I think of what I was,” says the patient—himself an “ enlightened 
physician,”—“ and what I am; and that to your firmness, judgment and 
skill I am indebted for the happy change, I want words to express adequately 
all that I feel.” 

Such cases are among the triumphs of surgery. 


Kramer on Diseases of the Ear.' 

The reprint of this valuable theoretical and practical work, illustrated by 
plates, which are now in the hands of the engraver, will be commenced 
in the next number—the first of the new volume—of the “Library.” |i 
contains a critical analysis of the literature of diseases of the ear, with a 
pathological and practical account of the various maladies to which that 
organ is liable. 

The original work was well characterised to be “unquestionably the most 
valuable work we possess on the subject of diseases of the ear generally ; 
and after the labours of Itard and Deleau, it must be regarded as contribut- 
ing more to the progress of acoustic surgery than any other modern publica- 
tion.” 


Expulsion of a Tenia from a New-Born Child.—The doctrine of 
uni-vocal or regular generation is rendered difficult by many circumstances, 
and especially by the fact that worms have been found in new-born children. 
A case of this kind has been communicated in one of the recent German 
journals. In 1830, Mr. Miller was called to a nurse-child, five days old, 
which was labouring under slight constipation. After the employment of 
thubarb, manna, and a few grains of salt, a tape-worm, a foot and a half 


long, was found in the excrements. The worm must of course have existed 
during the foetal state. 


Professor Gibson’s Case of Cesarean Section.—T his operation has been 
performed for the second time on the same female by Professor Gibson. 
The particulars of the case will be given to the world, we are told,' by Dr. 
Fox, of this city, who was the medical attendant of the patient in her last 


pregnancy. 


Louisville Medical Institute —This new institution has commenced its 
career auspiciously : the number of students this—the first—session being 
eighty, exclusive of twenty who comprise the medical jurisprudence class. 
Of the eighty,—forty-two are from Kentucky ; ten from Indiana; ten from 
Tennessee; eight from Alabama; three from Illinois; two from Ohio; two 
from Mississippi ; one from New York; one from Maine; one from Georgia; 
one from South Carolina; one from Arkansas ; one from Maryland; one 
from Missouri; and one from Texas. 

A summer session is proposed by the faculty. 


! The Nature and Treatment of Diseases of the Ear. By Dr. Wm. Kramer. Second 
edition of the author’s Treatise on Chronic Deafness, much improved and enlarged. 
Translated from the German, with the latest improvements of the author since the 
last German edition. By James Risdon Bennett, M. D., Member of the Royal College 
of Physicians of London, &c. 8vo, pp. 306. London, 1837. 

2 British and Foreign Medical Review, Nw. 5, for January, 1837, p. 100. 

Medicinisches Correspondenz-Blatt, and Encyclograplie des 
Sciences Médicales, Sept., 1837. 

4 American Journal of the Medical Sciences, for Feb., 1838, p. 542. 
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Jefferson Medical College. 


At a public commencement of the Jefferson Medical College, held on the 
sth of March, the degree of Doctor of Medicine was conferred on the follow- 
ing gentlemen, by the Rev. Ashbel Green, D. D., LL. D., President of the 


Board of Trustees. 


The subjects of the Theses are placed opposite each name. 


UPPER CANADA, 
Sidney W. Sole, Syphilis. 


NOVA SCOTIA. 
James Geddes, Jr. Scarlet Fever. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
&. G. Davis, Scarlet Fever. 
William Treat, Critical days. 
Henry Clinton Parker, Inflammations, &c. 
—, Gerry Kelley, Influence of the mo- 
rale, &c. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 
Jno. B. Chace, Nitrate of Silver. 
Russel Parkhurst, Bronchitis. 


NEW YORK. 
Samuel Jno. Green, Injuries of the Head. 
B. Hanford, Cancer. 
J. D. Bevier, Curvature of the Spine. 
N. Deyo, Indigestion. 
Robert B. Storm, Inflammation. 
Charles N. Bass, Phthisis. 
Jno. T. Jansen, Audition. 


NEW JERSEY. 
Joseph A. Davis, Life and Death. 
H. B. Salter, Croup. 
James Bell, Opium. 
Wm. Mortimer Brown, Absorption. 
Wm. B Lefevre, Phiogosis. 
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Jonathan Robeson, Curvature of the Spine. 
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University of Pennsylvania.—The catalogue of the Medical Schoo! of 
the University of Pennsylvania, recently published, numbers three hundred 
and eighty students for the present session. 


NECROLOGY. 


Dr. Wm. Wallace.—We observe the death of this gentleman announced 
in a recent number of the Lancet.' He was the Senior Surgeon to the 
Jervis Street Hospital, and was the author of many valuable contributions 
to medical and surgical science. He died of typhus which has been prevail- 
ing to an unusual extent for some time past in Dublin, where several medi- 
cal gentlemen have fallen victims to the disease. Dr. Wallace was the 
author of a work on sulphureous fumigations as a remedy in rheumatism 
and diseases of the skin, (Dublin, 1820) ; of a physiological enquiry respect- 
ing the action of moxa, and its utility in various diseases of the nerves and 
muscles, (Dublin, 1827); of a treatise on the venereal disease and its varie- 
ties, (London, 1833); and his lectures on the venereal disease, with some 
researches on the skin of the negro, have recently been printed in the Lon- 
don Lancet. These he had barely completed, when death overtook him, in 
the prime of manhood, as he was about to reap the fruits of his long and 
meritorious exertions. 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 


From Professor Yandell, the Dean.—A Catalogue of the Officers and 
Students of the Louisville Medical Institute, Louisville, Ky. 8vo, pp. 8. 
January, 1838, 

From an Unknown Correspondent.—The Troy (N. Y.) Sentinel of Feb. 
24. [Containing the proceedings of an anatomical class there, in reference 
to petitioning the legislature of the state of New York “for a law on the 
one hand to facilitate the study of anatomy, and on the other to protect the 
grave from violation.” It appears strange that near the middle of the nine- 
teenth century circumstances should exist anywhere to render such a law 

From Dr. Forbes, editor of the British and Foreign Medical Review :— 

Hints to Mothers, for the Management of Health during the Period of 
Pregnancy and in the Lying-in Room; with an exposure of popular errors 
in connection with those subjects. By Thomas Bull, M. D., Physician 
Accoucheur to the Finsbury Midwifery Institution, &c. 12mo, pp. 174. 
London, 1837. 

The Nature and Treatment of Diseases of the Ear. By Dr. William 
Kramer. Second edition of the author’s treatise on chronic deafness, much 
improved and enlarged. Translated from the German, with the latest 
improvements of the author since the last German edition. By James 
Risdon Bennett, M. D., Member of the Royal College of Physicians of 
London, &c. 8vo, pp. 306. London, 1837. 

On the Use of Auscultation and Percussion in the Diagnosis of Diseases 
of the Organs of Respiration and Circulation, with directions for the 
employment of inspection, succussion, palpation, and mensuration of the 
thorax. «! Julius Wolff, M. D., Member of the Royal College of Gottin- 
gen, Heidelberg, &c. 8vo, pp. 200. London, 1837. 


' For Jan. 6, 1838, p. 524. 
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